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for protein purification, molecular weight deter-
mination and analysisof protein interactions. Electro-
phoresisis alsoan indispensablemethod for purification
and analysis of proteins, nucleic acids, and other
molecules. Thiswasdevelopedby Prof. WilhelmTiselius
(1902-1971) at Uppsala University, who was also a
Nobel laureate. The best example of the strong
connectionbetweenan industrialactivity andsciencein
Swedenwould be the invention of dynamitesby Alfred
Nobel(1833-1896). I wasimpressedby a photographof
a chemistrylaboratorysetup by Nobelin the tour of the
Nobel Museum kindly guided by the director, Dr.
Amelin. Nobel learnedchemistry,prepareda chemistry
laboratory, and carried out dangerous chemical
experimentsnot for researchbut for earningmoneyfor
everydaylife. As a matter of fact, he lost his younger
brother and five assistantsand injured himself in an
explosion during one of those experiments. Through
these activities he could invent the dynamite and
earnedastronomicamountof money. Here,we cansee
that scienceand technologywere deadly resourcesfor
the improvementof life in Nordic countries. Further-
more, the fact that the NobelPrizesare awardedto the
improvementof life in Nordiccountries. Further-more,
the fact that the NobelPrizesare awardedto only basic
sciencesbesidethe literature and peaceprizes,reveals
that Nobel and Swedish people appreciated the
important role of the basicsciencesin the strugglesfor
improvementof life.
I havelearnedin my short stayin Stockholmso far that
many Swedishsystemsare laborsavingand efficient.
Peoplehavethe confidenceon the Swedishlifestyleand
afford to help other people. Bus drivers are kind to
disabledpersonsand even kind enoughto wait for the
people hurrying to the bus by reopening the once-
closed door. The people and organizationsare open-
minded, although the security is very tight. I was
surprisedby the opennessof the SwedishEmbassy
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The Wind in Stockholm
By JSPS Stockholm Office Director Hideo Akutsu

When I stepped on the soil of Arlanda Airport of
Stockholmin the end of April, cold breezeshit my face
in jet-lag, reminding me they might travel from the
north-pole. People on the street were enjoying the
snowin May in a varietyof wares,somein down jackets,
and others in T-shirts. In spite of the cold atmosphere,
the spring was already there in view of green trees,
colorful flowersand blossoms,and birdssingingin love.
Nature and people in Stockholm were enjoying the
springin their ways.
The cold and unstable weather I encounteredshould
havebeena heavyburdenfor the primary industrysuch
asagricultureand forestry in the Nordiccountries. They
were amongthe poorest countriesin Europefor a long
time. To survivesevereconditions,they had to sendoff
Viking worriers to European, African, and Arabic
countries, and a huge number of immigrants to the
North America. However, unbeatable Nordic people
found out a way to overcomethe unfriendlyweather in
commerce, modern industries and scholarships
emergedfrom the Renaissance. Thesocialimpactof the
modernindustriesindependentof the unstableweather
for the Nordic countriesshouldhavebeen much more
significant than that for the southern Europe, which
enjoyed high productivity becauseof good weathers.
Therefore, the developmentof the modern industries
was rapid in spite of later introduction than other
Europeancountries. Thus,Nordic countrieshave trans-
formed themselvesfrom the poorestinto the wealthiest
ones through these centuries. They are now always
ranked in the top group in terms of GDP/person,
competitiveness of the economy, and feeling of
happiness. Sincethey are small countries in terms of
population, they are far from the superpower in the
world. However,they are leadingthe discussionon the
sustainableeconomyandhumanlife in future. Theymay
havelearnedthe importanceof the environmentfor the
humanlife from their long-standingcommunicationwith
the severeweather. Theirwaysof thinkingon economy,
politics, and sciences are quite suggestive to us,
Japanese.
Theeconomicdevelopmentin the Nordiccountrieshas
been driven by the development in science and
technology. Actually,manydistinguishedscientistshave
appearedin Swedenand other countries. Prof. Carlvon
Linné(1707-1778) at UppsalaUniversityestablishedthe
plant taxonomy and provided the classification
methodologyof the plants. I havebeen working on the
structural analysisof proteins for long time. This field
alsoowedquite a lot to Swedishchemists. Prof. Theodor
Svedberg(1884-1971) at UppsalaUniversity,who was
awarded a Nobel Prize in chemistry, invented the
ultracentrifugeanalysis. Thisisstill an important method

Prologue
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on their securitysystems?
In spite of their advantageousstatusestablishedso far,
Nordic economiesare facing new difficulties raised by
the globalization. Eventheir major companiessuch as
Volvo and Nokia are now the subsidiariesof foreign
enterprises. Agingsocietyis alsoa seriousproblemasin
Japan. Theyare trying to overcomethese problemsby
innovation and building a sustainable society.
Globalizationandagingare alsothe major issuesfor the
Japanesesociety. The mutual exchangeof the ideasin
many fields may call a new wind providing the
breakthrough. JSPSStockholm office would like to
contribute to these efforts through promoting the
scientificexchangebetween Japanand the Nordic and
Balticcountries.

Prologue

in Tokyo. There was no check at the gate. The
security system started to work, when I came to the
department of interest. Is this becausethey think they
haveno enemyin the world, or they havethe confidence



Prof. IsamuAkasaki.

GaN single crystalline material in 1986 and further
developedthe first GaNp-n junction blue LEDin 1989.
Thesesuccessestriggeredthe openingup of a new field
of electronics.
The lectures were followed by interesting discussions
andendedwith a dinnerreceptionfor the participants.

YLΩǎDoctoral Programme in Allergy, Immunology &
Inflammation, KI's Doctoral Programme in Infection
BiologyandJSPSStockholm.
Openingremarkswere givenby Prof. KlasKärreandAss.
Prof. JonasSundbäckof KI. Greetingswere offered by
Prof. ToshioHirano, Presidentof OsakaUniversity,and
JSPSStockholmOffice Director Hideo Akutsu. Speakers
on Osaka¦ƴƛǾŜǊǎƛǘȅΩǎside included Prof. ShizuoAkira,
Prof. Shimon Sakaguchi, Prof. Masaru Ishii and Prof.
KiyoshiTakeda. Speakersfrom KI included Prof. Birgitta
Henriques-Normark, Ass. Prof. Mikael Karlssonand Ass.
Prof. BenedictChambers.
Students held a poster session which provided an
opportunity for participants to mingle and exchange
views.
After the successfulsymposium,a receptionwasheld for
the participantsat the residenceof the ambassadorof
Japan.
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On May 21, the first seminar of FY2014ΩǎIVA-JSPS
Seminarseries was held with the theme ά.ƭǳŜLED,
scientific breakthrough with real world ƛƳǇŀŎǘέ. The
seminar was co-organized by IVA, Sweden-Japan
Foundation(SJF),the Embassyof Japanin Sweden,The
ChemicalSocietyof Japan(CSJ), Meijo University and
JSPSStockholmOffice. Welcomegreetingswere offered
by Dr. JohanWeigelt, ExecutiveVice Presidentof IVA,
and /{WΩǎExecutive Director Nobuyuki Kawashima
further presentedthe ǎŜƳƛƴŀǊΩǎkeynotespeaker,Prof.
Isamu Akasakiof Meijo University. Prof. Akasakiwas
awardedthe Order of Cultureby the Emperorof Japan
in 2011. Other speakersincludedProf. LarsSamuelsson
of Lund University, Prof. Bo Monemar of Lund
University,and Dr. ChristoferSifveniusof the Swedish
Energy Agency. The seminar was chaired by Prof.
SatoshiKamiyamaof Meijo University.
Keynote speaker Prof. Akasaki gave a lecture on
ά5ŜǾŜƭƻǇƳŜƴǘof GaN-based semiconductors of
excellent quality and their p-n junction blue-light-
emittingŘŜǾƛŎŜǎέ. Prof. Akasakiandhisgroupat Nagoya
Universitycreatedthe first electronic-gradehigh-quality

OnJune10, a collaborationsymposiumon Immunology
and Infection Biology between Osaka University,
GraduateSchoolof Medicine and KarolinskaInstitutet
(KI), Department of Microbiology, Tumor and Cell
biology. The symposiumwas held at the premisesof
KarolinskaInstitutet. Thesymposiumwassponsoredby

News

IVA-JSPS SeminarwasheldwithProf. Akasakiof Meijo University

The First KI-Osaka Univ. Joint Symposium 

(Immunology and Infection Biology) was held
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OnMay 23, the AlumniClubin Finland(ACF)held a spring
meetingfor alumni membersat the Universityof Helsinki,
Institute of BehaviouralSciences. The board membersof
ACFheld first a boardmeetingto discusstopicssuchasthe
progress of the club, activity plans, and the result of
BRIDGE. JSPSStockholmOfficeDirectorAkutsuandDeputy
Director Kawakuboattended the meeting to greet the
membersin Finland.
Theboardmeetingwasfollowedby an interestingseminar
on the topic of language,translations and interactions.
Invited speakers were Prof. Satoshi Nakamura of Nara
Institute of ScienceandTechnology(NAIST), andDr. Graham

Prof. SatoshiNakamuralecturing.

News

JSPS Alumni Club in Finland held a spring meeting

WilcockoftheUniversityofHelsinki. Prof. Nakamuragavea
lecture on άaǳƭǘƛƳƻŘŀƭInteraction and Speech-to-speech
¢ǊŀƴǎƭŀǘƛƻƴέΣand Dr. Wilcock on ά{ǇŜŜŎƘ-basedWikiTalk
Robot!ǇǇƭƛŎŀǘƛƻƴέ.
After both lectures, participants engaged in a fruitful
discussion,and the dayendedwith the participantshaving
a dinnerwhereviewsandideaswere further exchanged.
Newmemberswereofficiallywelcomedto the club,which
has now a total of 75 members. JSPSStockholmOffice
encourages all alumni to participate in the alumni
activities!

Dr. GrahamWilcocklecturing.
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Courtesy calls on JSPS Partner Institutions in Sweden

Sincethe arrivalof JSPSStockholmhŦŦƛŎŜΩǎnew DirectorHideoAkutsuand new DeputyDirectorYuriko
Kawakuboin April, they havemadeseveralcourtesycallsonW{t{Ωpartner institutions in Swedento get
acquaintedand to discussfuture collaborations. TheEmbassyof Japanin {ǿŜŘŜƴΩǎFirstSecretary,Mr.
HidetoMatsumotojoinedthesemeetings.
JSPSStockholmOfficewouldsincerelylike to thankour partner institutionsfor their time andhospitality.

2014.05.02
NobelMuseum
On May 2, JSPSStockholmOffice visited the Nobel Museum to meet with the Museum Director Olov Amelin,
AdministrativeDirector EvaWindrup, and LauraSprechmann, Nobel Media Deputy CEOand Director of Partner
Relations.
JSPSStockholmOfficelearnedthat the aim of the NobelMuseumis to spreadknowledgeand interest in the natural
sciencesandculturethroughmoderntechnologyandcreativelearning. Themuseumhassince2001producedseveral
travelling exhibitions, and has until August 31 exhibited the ά{ƪŜǘŎƘŜǎof Science: Photo sessionswith Nobel
[ŀǳǊŜŀǘŜǎέin TohokuUniversity. Theexhibitioncouldalsobe viewedfrom May 12 to July6 at the OkinawaInstitute
of Scienceand Technology. Other topicsdiscussedwasthe conceptof the soonto be constructedNobelCenter,and
the future collaborationwith Japan.

2014.05.13

VINNOVA - SwedishGovernmentalAgencyfor InnovationSystems

On May 13, JSPSStockholmOfficevisited the office of VINNOVAto meet with Dr. JoakimAppelquist, Director and

Head of International Collaboration& Networks, and Dr. JonasBrändström, Head of International Cooperation

Department.

An introductory presentation of VINNOVAwas given, showing the innovation ŀƎŜƴŎȅΩǎmission to promote

sustainablegrowth by improvingthe conditionsfor innovations,and to makeSwedena world leadingand attractive

country to investand makebusinessin. VINNOVAalsohelpsfundingneeds-driven researchto strengthen{ǿŜŘŜƴΩǎ

innovativenessandto benefit society. VINNOVAis one of the nominatingauthoritiesin Swedenfor JSPSPostdoctoral

FellowshipProgram(standard) andthe InvitationFellowshipProgram(short).

2014.05.14
The RoyalSwedishAcademyof EngineeringSciences(IVA) andtheSweden-JapanFoundation
OnMay 14, JSPSStockholmOfficevisitedthe office of IVA- TheRoyalSwedishAcademyof EngineeringSciencesand
the Sweden-JapanFoundation(SJF). Participantsincludedthe Presidentof IVA,Dr. Björn O. Nilsson,L±!ΩǎSecretary
and ExecutiveVice PresidentDr. JohanWeigelt, IVA International CoordinatorDr. Maria Dollhopf, SJFSecretary-
GeneralMr. EdvardFleetwood.
They explainedthe history of IVA, its main purposeof initiating and stimulating contactsbetween experts from

different academicfieldsandcountries. Other topicsdiscussedincludeddetailsregardingthe IVAseminarά.ƭǳŜLED,

scientificbreakthroughwith realworldƛƳǇŀŎǘέandof future collaborationof the IVA-JSPSseminarseries.

2014.05.16
The SwedishFoundationfor InternationalCooperationin ResearchandHigherEducation(STINT)
On May 16, JSPSStockholmOffice visited the SwedishFoundationfor International Cooperationin Researchand
HigherEducation(STINT)and met the ExecutiveDirector Dr. AndreasGöthenberg, and ProgramDirector Dr. Hans
Pohl.
A presentationwasgivenabout STINTand its missionto promote internationalizationof Swedishhigher education
and research. STINThasexpert knowledgeon the subjectof internationalacademiccollaborationand offers funding
supportandscholarships.
STINTis alsooneof the nominatingauthoritiesin Swedenfor JSPSPostdoctoralFellowshipProgram(short-term) and
the newly launchedSummerProgram. JSPSStockholmOffice expressedappreciationfor {¢Lb¢Ωǎcooperation on
screeningthe applicantsfor the fellowshipprograms.

News



2014.05.22
Ministryof EducationandResearch
OnMay 22, JSPSStockholmOfficevisitedthe Ministry of EducationandResearchandmet Mr. MattiasJennerholm,
Headof Sectionat the Divisionfor ResearchPolicy,andMs. MarijaMilivojevicof the Divisionfor ResearchPolicy.
The parties engaged in discussion on topics such as the student and researcher exchange between Japan-Sweden, 
current status of the countries regarding education and research. 

2014.05.26
Swedish Foundation for Strategic Research (SSF)
On May 26, JSPS Stockholm Office visited the Swedish Foundation for Strategic Research (SSF) and met with Prof. 
Lars Hultman, Chief Executive Officer, and Dr. Joakim Amorim, ReasearchProgrammesManager. JSPS Stockholm 
Office learned that the foundation was established in 1994 with a founding capital of 6 Billion SEK, and that SSF 
works for the development of internationally renowned research of high quality in Sweden. An objective of SSF is to 
support research in natural science, engineering and medicine.
SSF is one of JSPS partner institutions and the nominating authorities in Sweden for JSPS Postdoctoral Fellowship 
Program (standard). 

2014.06.05
The Royal Swedish Academy of Sciences (KVA)
On June 5, JSPS Stockholm Office visited the Royal Swedish Academy of Sciences (KVA) and met with Permanent 
Secretary StaffanNormark, Executive Director Per Hedenqvist, Research Fellow Administrator Anna Nycander, 
ProgrammeCoordinator Magnus Lundgren and Scientific Secretary HeléneSundström. 
KVA is an independent organization with the aim to promote the sciences and strengthen their influence in society.  
KVA strives to support young  researchers,  to stimulate interest in mathematics and science, to reward outstanding 
scientific achievements among others. 
KVA and JSPS have several collaborations such as the KVA-JSPS Seminar series, the Sweden-Japan Academic 
Network and JSPS Postdoctoral fellowship programs (short-term and standard), where KVA is one of the nominating 
authorities.
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News

May 2, Nobel Museum May 13, VINNOVA

May 14, IVA and the Sweden-Japan Foundation June 5, KVA
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May
19
International CoordinatorsLotta Lundqvist and Maria Olsson of
KarolinskaInstitutet visitsthe office.
Topicsdiscussed: Future collaborationandupcomingsymposia.

27
Meeting in Copenhagenwith Prof. CarlWinsløwand SeniorAdviser
TrineBuhlMonty and KatrinSalomoof CopenhagenUniversity,Mr.
TakayukiYamamoto,administratorof the TokaiAlumni Association
in Demark,and Mr. AndersChristensenof the Embassyof Japanin
Denmark.
Topicsdiscussed: Preparationsfor the upcoming Japan-Denmark
ScholarshipInformationevent.

30
Lunchmeetingwith Prof. Ohtsuand Prof. Tabataof the University
of Tokyo. Prof. Ohtsuwas one of the coordinatorsof the Sweden-
JapanCollaborationSymposium,held in June2013. Theambassador
of Japan,Mr. SeijiMorimoto and First secretaryHideto Matsumoto
alsoparticipatedin the meeting.
Topicsdiscussed: Futurecollaborationandnetworkingpossibilities.

June
11
Lunch meeting with Uppsala ¦ƴƛǾŜǊǎƛǘȅΩǎVice-Chancellor Eva
Åkessonwith delegation at the residenceof the ambassadorof
Japan.
Topics discussed: The scientific exchange between Uppsala
UniversityandJapaneseUniversities.

12
Prof. Mikio Masakifrom HokkaidoUniversityvisitsthe office.
Topicsdiscussed: Futurestrategiesandoverviewexplanationof the
programHokkaidoUniversityhas implemented,exchangeof views
andadvice.

18
Dr. StefanNoreén, SeniorAdvisorat the Universityof Tokyovisits
the office.
Topicsdiscussed: Information of JSPSfellowship programs were
provided, views and details on the upcoming Nobel Dialogue
Symposiumto be held at the Universityof Tokyoin Septemberwere
exchanged.

24

News

Other meetings and visitors to JSPS Stockholm Office

May 27, meeting in Copenhagen.

May 30, with Uppsala University delegation.

May 19, with International Coordinatorsof
Karolinska Institutet.

Lunch meeting with the head of the SwedishHigherEducationAuthority and UniversityChancellor,Prof. Harriet
Wallberg, Vice-ChancellorAndersHamstenandScientificCoordinatorUlrikaWidegrenof KarolinskaInstitutet.
Topicsdiscussed: TheupcomingNobelDialogueSymposiumto be heldat the Universityof Tokyoin September,further
development of the relationship of the two universities. JSPSStockholmOffice also congratulated Prof. Harriet
Wallbergfor beingawardedthe Orderof the RisingSun,GoldandSilverStar.
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26
Meetingat IVAwith Dr. JohanWeigelt, Secretaryand ExecutiveVicePresident(IVA),Dr. Maria DollhopfInternational
Coordinator(IVA),Mr. EdvardFleetwood,SecretaryGeneralof Sweden-JapanFoundation.
Topicsdiscussed: Detailsof the IVAseminarseries,exchangeof viewson proposedcandidates.

26
Tohoku¦ƴƛǾŜǊǎƛǘȅΩǎManagementPlanningManagerand JSPSStockholmhŦŦƛŎŜΩǎformer staff memberMr. Kazutoshi
Onovisitsthe office.
Topicsdiscussed: Introduction of the NobelMuseumtravellingexhibition at TohokuUniversity,questionson the IVA
seminarseries.

30
DeputyDirectorof HokkaidoUniversity,HelsinkiOfficeMr. TeroSalomaavisitsthe office.
Topicsdiscussed: Information about activities in Europeof HokkaidoUniversity,exchangeof opinionsregardingthe
JSPSalumniseminarsin Finland.

July
24
Lunchmeetingwith Mr. EdvardFleetwood,SecretaryGeneralof Sweden-JapanFoundation,the Embassyof Japanin
{ǿŜŘŜƴΩǎFirstSecretaryMr. HidetoMatsumotoandhissuccessorMr. MasafumiSato.
Topicsdiscussed: Exchangeof informationon pastandfuture collaborations.

News

June 12, with Prof. Mikio Masakiof Hokkaido 
University.

June 18, with Dr.StefanNoreén, Senior Advisorat 
the University of Tokyo.

June 26, with Mr. KazutoshiOhno, Management 
Planning manager at Tohoku University.

June 30, with DeputyDirector Tero Salomaa of
the Hokkaido University, HelsinkiOffice.


